Table S1. Characteristics of selected and unselected individuals with T2DM 
	
	Variables
	Selected (482)
	Unselected (1,575)
	P-value

	Entry age (yrs)
	53.1±11.6
	58.7±10.2
	<0.001

	Male gender (%)
	58.3%
	48.7%
	<0.001

	Ethnicity (%) 
	
	
	

	 Chinese
	52.7%
	50.7%
	

	Malays
	19.8%
	23.3%
	

	Indians
	24.6%
	22.6%
	0.362

	Duration of T2DM (yrs)
	11.6±8.8
	11.5±8.9
	0.833

	Hba1c (%)
	8.1±1.5
	7.7±2.0
	0.001

	SBP (mmHg)
	141.2±18.8
	141.1±19.4
	0.876

	DBP (mmHg)
	82.8±14.1
	82.1±18.1
	0.468

	BMI (kg/m2)
	
	
	

	HDL-C (mM)
	
	
	

	LDL-C (mM)
	
	
	

	eGFR (ml/min/1.73 m2)
	90.3±35.5
	82.9±32.3
	<0.001

	Neuropathy (%)
	15.0%
	17.3%
	0.281

	IHD (%)
	11.6%
	12.9%
	0.569

	Stroke (%)
	5.5%
	3.2%
	0.112

	Current and ex-smokers (%) 
	21.0%
	14.8%
	0.002

	OPN (ng/ml)
	56.2 (43.9-74.0)
	57.0 (44.8-76.2)   
	0.247
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