














to a severe depletion of the protein. Therefore,
immunohistochemical assessment of type XVIII collagen for
diagnosing KS may be more precise than endostatin
measurements through ELISA assays. The mutation
screening of COL18A1 gene is still expensive and laborious,
and the effect of some detected mutations may be uncertain,
as is the case for the endostatin p.A1381T change. Even when
a possible pathogenic mutation is found, the
immunohistochemical analysis of skin biopsies can be an
important tool to confirm the diagnosis. Finally, we show for
the first time that it is possible to diagnose KS through the
direct detection of the protein. In turn, this could allow the
screening of a larger number of patients with a possible
diagnosis of KS and could help in understanding the
phenotypic spectrum of this syndrome.
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